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Oral health is inextricably 
linked to overall health.



It affects physical 
and mental health.

And it affects social 
outcomes too.



Oral health affects our 
entire society.

Support oral health 
for all people.  

But how?



Accessing good oral health is 
like going through a series of 
locked doors.  

Fluoridated water and nutritious food

Insurance that covers dental benefits

Dentists who accept health insurance

These doors open to systemic 
factors that influence oral health



Some people have all the keys 
they need to unlock the doors to 
oral health, 



…but others are 
missing some keys.



Without a full set 
of keys, people 
won’t be able to 
access good oral 
health – no matter 
how hard they try.



Only 40.3% of the total 
Medicaid eligible population 
(0-20 years) received any 
dental services. 

Only 38.8% of total Medicaid 
eligible population (0-20 
years) received preventive 
dental services. 

Source: EPSDT Participation Report for NYS - fiscal year 2016
Abbreviation key- EPSDT : Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment; NYS: New York State 



71.6% of persons served 
by CWS in NYS receive 
fluoridated water. 

Excluding NYC, only 47%
of those served by CWS 
received fluoridated 
water in the rest of NYS.

Source:  WFRS
Abbreviation key- CWS: Community water systems; NYS: New York State; NYC: New York City; WFRS: Water Fluoridation Reporting System;

PA: Prevention Agenda 



24% of third-grade 
children have 
untreated tooth decay 
in NYS (excluding NYC). 

Dental decay in low-
income children is 3x
higher than in non-
low-income children.
Source: NYS Prevention Agenda Dashboard
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INTODUCTION

GOAL:  

• To improve the Oral Health of Albany 
County Children up to 18 years of age



DENTAL PROGRAM:

• Fillings

• Cleanings

• Sealants

• Extractions

• Nitrous Oxide Sedation as needed

• Patient Education

• School & Community Group Dental 
Education

• Head Start Dental Screenings



NUMBERS SERVED IN 2017:  

DENTAL SERVICES FOR 7,248 COMPREHENSIVE & EMERGENCY 
VISITS

SCHOOL ORAL HYGIENE EDUCATION:  264 

HEAD START DENTAL SCREENINGS AT 5 SITES:  95 WITH 33 IN 
NEED OF DENTAL CARE OR PROVIDER 



DENTAL PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS:  

• Digital Dental X-RAY Sensors 

• Electronic Health Record



ORAL HEALTH CHALLENGES/BARRIERS:

• Low Income

• Non Fluoridated Water

• No Insurance

• Language

• Transportation

• Living Conditions

• Inconsistencies

• Poor Nutrition

• Fluoridation 



WAYS TO ADDRESS BARRIERS:

• Transportation

• Living Conditions

• Nutrition Education

• Fluoridation



THANK YOU!



CONTACT INFORMATION :

Sharlene Ryan

Sharlene.ryan@albanycountyny.gov

(518) 447-4512



Make sure all 
people have the 
keys they need to 
access good oral 
health.

A just oral health system:



Meets people’s 
unique needs.

Stops problems 
before they start.

Has strong 
prevention programs. 



If we take these steps, we will 
create a strong, more just oral 
health care system – and a 
strong, more just society.



www.scaany.org

Bridget Walsh
bwalsh@scaany.org

518-463-1896, ext. 129

mailto:bwalsh@scaany.org
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