
Sec�on 673(2) of the Omnibus Budget Reconcilia�on Act (OBRA) of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)) requires the Secretary of the De-

partment of Health and Human Services to update the poverty guidelines at least annually, adjus�ng them on the basis of the 

Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U). The poverty guidelines are used as an eligibility criterion by the Com-

munity Services Block Grant program and a number of other Federal programs. The poverty guidelines issued here are a sim-

plified version of the poverty thresholds that the Census Bureau uses to prepare its es�mates of the number of individuals 

and families in poverty. 

As required by law, this update is accomplished by increasing the latest published Census Bureau poverty thresholds by the 

relevant percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U).  

The poverty guidelines are not derived from the Census Bureau's new Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM).  The figures rep-

resent annual income.   

These are the 2016 Poverty Guidelines for the 48 Con�guous States and the District of Columbia. 

2016 Poverty Guidelines 

Number in 
Household 

100% 125% 133% 138% 150% 185% 200% 

1 $11,880 
$14,850  

$15,800 $16,394 $17,820 $21,978 $23,760 

2 $16,020 $20,025 $21,307 $22,108 $24,030 $29,637 $32,040 

3 $20,160 $25,200 $26,813 $27,821 $30,240 $37,296 $40,320 

4 $24,300 $30,375 $32,319 $33,534 $36,450 $44,955 $48,600 

5 $28,440 $35,550 $37,825 $39,247 $42,660 $52,614 $56,880 

6 $32,580 $40,725 $43,331 $44,960 $48,870 $60,273 $65,160 

7 $36,730 $45,912 $48,851 $50,687 $55,095 $67,951 $73,460 

8 $40,890 $51,112 $54,384 $56,428 $61,335 $75,647 $81,780 


